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Value Perceptions of Master’s Education among Chinese
University Students:
Utilitarian Orientation and Its Differentiation by Post-

Graduation Aspirations

CHEN Siyuan (Graduate Student, Sophia University)

Abstract

In recent years, master’s education in China has expanded rapidly, and its
role has shifted from academic training toward the development of job-ready
skills and the enhancement of social status. This study aims to clarify how
Chinese university students perceive the value of master’s education.Based on
an online survey, this study employs exploratory factor analysis and multiple
correspondence analysis (MCA). The results indicate that students’ value
perceptions can be structured into four dimensions: perceived benefits of
further education, perceived difficulty and cost of advancement, employment-
avoidance orientation, and regional mobility orientation. Students intending to
pursue graduate study within China tend to evaluate master’s education
positively as a means of career development and status attainment. In contrast,
those intending to study abroad or enter the labor market are more likely to
emphasize the risks and costs associated with further education and to
relativize its value. These findings suggest that conventional interpretations
that frame graduate school enrollment primarily as a utilitarian choice are
insufficient. By revealing the differentiated structure of value perceptions
underlying China’s “graduate school boom,” this study contributes to a deeper
understanding of the social meaning of master’s education and offers
comparative implications for interpreting differences in educational attitudes

between China and Japan.

127



	1. 狭義と広義の「介護サービス」
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