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Characteristics of Relevance Construction in the Chinese
Subject “Labor”:
Exploring an Integrated Curriculum of Citizenship Education

and Career Education in Primary Education

SHI Pengyu (Graduate Student, Okayama University)

Abstract

This study aims to analyze the structure of teaching materials used in the
newly established school subject Labor in China, introduced in 2022, and to
present a perspective for deepening an integrated understanding of citizenship
education and career education. In Japan, although the conceptual convergence
between these two fields has advanced, the design of subjects and teaching
materials is still treated in a fragmented manner, and the lack of an integrated
framework remains a challenge. To address this issue, this study analyzes the
Zhejiang edition of Labor textbooks based on Bruner’s concept of relevance
and the three-dimensional model proposed by Stuckey et al. (personal, societal,
and vocational relevance). The analysis reveals that these textbooks emphasize
independence in daily life at the lower elementary level, while placing greater
importance on publicness and vocational awareness at the upper elementary
level. In this way, they are structured to enable children to gradually connect
“life, society, and future.” At the same time, some challenges were also
identified, including a one-sided emphasis on publicness and issues concerning
diversity and balance.

These findings offer important implications for reconstructing a more
organic connection between citizenship education and career education in
Japan, and for advancing “Reiwa-style school education” in ways that respond

to social change.
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