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How Do People Acquire Tolerance Toward Others?:

Examining the Logic from an Educator's Experience in China

MAKINO Atsushi (Professor, Taisho University. Professor Emeritus, The
University of Tokyo)

Abstract:

Why do people turn inward toward the nation, shut down channels of
conversation with others, and lose their tolerance? It is because the modern
nation-state we are accustomed to is composed of citizens who form their
selves through a view of humanity as an analogy for capital accumulation—
namely, “equality” and identification with the state as “father”—and because
we ourselves impose this identification with the state upon ourselves. But do
we truly exist as such selves? This paper attempts to derive the nature of this
self from the time that produces its uniqueness and the nature of its
relationship with others. It seeks to construct a hypothetical logic for
establishing individuals who utilize the nation not through identification, but

as a mechanism for coexistence and peace.
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